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What is it and how does it affect the heart?

The blood that has been used by the body gets pumped back
into the body instead of the lungs to get oxygen. The oxygenrich
blood from the lungs however, gets pumped back into the lungs
and do not go to the rest of the body. The only way to survive is
for the red and blue blood to mix, usually via a defect between
the walls of the heart or through the patent ductus arteriosus.
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What happens
after surgery?

. |In some patients following an
arterial switch operation, there
< a need for another surgery to
correct the narrowing in the lung
vessels or the leaking valve.

. For patients following an
arterial switch operation, long
term follow-up iIs Important as
patients can aevelop
complications.

How would it affect mv child?

They normally present in the first few days of life as the baby

becomes blue and has difficulties feeding. Sometimes the
SYmptoms are delayed if there is enough mixing.

How can it be treated?

ﬁg first step is to establish adequate mixing between the blue
. .the red blood. Sometimes the doctor may have to increase the
C“:;lntg % t_he blood by p‘erforming a balloon septostomy where a
€ter with a balloon tip could be passed through the vein at the

to ) "y
b of your baby’s groin, into the heart and then the wall of the
“art will be ballooned open.

The arterial switch o

peration is done when your baby is about a
Month old. The ereat y y

vessels are switched and any defects closed.
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What will happen to my child if untreated?
Your child will become progressively blue and the left side of the
heart smaller and smaller. Your child will not survive without

surgery.

What happens after surgery?

The long term outcome after an arterial switch operation is good.
Sometimes, the narrowing of the main branches of lung arteries
and stretching of coronary arteries may occur with time. The

aortic valve can also leak.

In some patients, there is a need for another surgery to correct the
narrowing in the lung vessels or the leaking valve.
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